
5625 Sophia Street 

Vancouver, B.C. 
V5W 3V9 
 
Delivered by Hand 
 
 
 
October 9, 2019 
 
 
His Worship Mayor Kennedy Stewart and Council 
City of Vancouver 
453 West 12th Avenue 
Vancouver, B.C. 
V5Y 1V4 
 
Dear Mayor Stewart and Council: 
 
Re:  St. Paul’s Hospital - City May Not Ignore Nor Correct Errors by Rezoning Applicant 
 
On June 13, 2019  I wrote to the City to advise that the rezoning “application” submitted for the St. 
Paul’s Hospital site was flawed and legally invalid because it was not submitted by the land owner.  In 
fact, the “application” was not even submitted by a legal entity. 
 
I have received information from City Planning staff that the City is and will continue to ignore this error.  
Instead, the City is unlawfully “correcting” the error on the part of the applicant. 
 
Obviously, this is illegal practice on the part of City Planning staff.  Doing so makes the entire rezoning 
vulnerable to quashing by a court.   
 
The rezoning application must be properly submitted by the actual land owner. 
 
Background 
 
As a reminder, the rezoning application ought to have been submitted by the land owner -  the 
Providence Health Care Society. 
 
Instead, the “application” was submitted by Providence Health Care, which does not exist - as a legal 
entity – or at all. 
 
Obviously, a proper application must be submitted by the land owner – the Providence Health Care 
Society. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Response from City Planning Staff 
 
A July 26, 2019 email I received from City Planner, Lex Dominiak, advised that: 
 

1.  The City does NOT review the actual application form submitted by a rezoning applicant.  I 
really don’t have anything to say about this except – unbelievable. 

 
2.  Instead, the referral report that will be written by staff to Council will include the correct 

information – even though the rezoning applicant submitted incorrect information. 
 

3. The City prepared a website summary of the properties which included the correct owner name 
– contrary to the actual rezoning application, which had a different (incorrect) name. 
 

4. The City has “updated” the website to include correct information even though the applicant 
submitted different (incorrect) information. 
 

The actual text of the email is the following: 

“…an updated rezoning application has not been submitted.  

Our standard process does not include a legal review of the application form.  

We do however, receive a Title Search as part of the application process. When put forward to 

Council, the referral report will cite the site’s legal owner. This report is reviewed by the City’s 

legal services staff prior to being sent to Council. Ensuring that the owner’s name is correctly 

represented is among the items checked by legal staff at that time.    

While the Rezoning Application website refers to “Providence Health Care” in the application 
summary, the site’s legal owner is included in the “notification and legal information” section of 
the website (https://rezoning.vancouver.ca/applications/1002station/documents/1002Station-
legaldescription.pdf).  

For consistency, I have updated the website to list the legal name of the site owner in the 
project summary.” 

Conclusion 
 
I trust it is immediately obvious to Council that: 
 

1.  City staff may not ignore errors in a rezoning application. 
2. City staff may not correct errors in a rezoning application. 
3. When there are substantive errors in a rezoning application – such as the failure of the 

application to be submitted by the land owner – then a proper application must be submitted. 
 

https://rezoning.vancouver.ca/applications/1002station/documents/1002Station-legaldescription.pdf
https://rezoning.vancouver.ca/applications/1002station/documents/1002Station-legaldescription.pdf


Sincerely, 
 
 
Patricia Kendall 
 
c.c.  Lex Dominiak, City Planner (by email) 

       Gil Kelley, General Manager of Planning, Urban Design, and Sustainability 
        (by email) 
 


